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JOY GIFT OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 
ONCE AGAIN. 


As retirement draws near, and the close of a lifetime of service to 
Christ and His Church is reached, the aging ministers of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., have an assurance of a continuing love and 
support from those whom they have served so long. 


Through the Annuities and Relief program which the Church has 
set up, the future of the retired minister is guarded. For those emer- 
gencies which the modest annuity cannot meet, or for those ministers 
whose retirement comes before adequate annuities can be built up 
under the comparatively new program, the love and gratitude of the 
Church is expressed through the Joy Gift. 


Once a year your opportunity comes to contribute through the 
Joy Gift to the funds for Ministerial Relief. Today the Joy Gift 
will be made, enabling you to say ‘thanks’ for a minister's faithful 
service, and to give expression to Christian compassion. for the old 
and disabled ministers, their widows and orphans. Your Joy Gift, 
made during this season for Christian gratitude, can make the dif- 
ference between mere existence and comfort for many faithful men 
of God—the servants who, in many cases, first introduced us to Christ. 
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Correction Please 


Attenticn has been kindly called to slips in 
the article on the Cambridge Movement. The 
Cambridge Reformers began to meet at “White 
Horse Inn,” in 1522 with Thomas Bilney and 
Robert Barnes as leaders. The former was burnt 
at Norwich in 1531 - after he had brought Hugh 
Latimer to the Reformed faith. Robert Barnes 
was burnt at St. Paul’s Cross July 30, 1540. 
Latimer and Ridley survived this early persecu- 
tion under Henry VIII to become bishops un- 
der Edward VI with Cranmer as the Archbishop. 
When Mary came in these Reformers were ap- 
prehended and Hugh Latimer and Nicholas 
Ridley were burnt at Oxford October 16, 1955 - 
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer a few months 
later. October 16, 1955, was celebrated at Cam- 
bridge as the four hundredth anniversary of 
the burning of Latimer and Ridley. W.C.R. 


Snake-Handling 


Christians ave revolted and appalled at the 
cult, publicized by its snake-handling, which has 
arisen in recent years in our Eastern mountain 
areas. Tinat men should indulge in such orgies 
in the name of Christianity is both a disgrace 
and a travesty on the very name of “faith.”” One 
wonders why these people do not heed our 
Lord’s own affirmation: “/t is written ... Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God,” for such 
exhibitions are but a wilful, if ignorant, tempt- 
ing of the providence of God. 


The average American, Christian or otherwise, 
while looking with genuine revulsion on such 
practices, is, nevertheless, looking on with com- 
placency, even with approval, while we project 
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our international policies cn what may prove 
to be the same principle. 


The snake-handler in trying to show his 
“faith,” may lose his life and in his folly lead 
others into the same absurd demonstrations in 
the name of Christianity. 


Those who, for the sake of “peace,” tempor- 
ize with, condone, cooperate with and in any 
way acknowledge Communism as worthy of con- 
fidence or “peaceful coexistence” are playing 
with a philosophy which can have the deadliest 
results for our nation, and for the free world. 


It is high time that we all realize that the 
“Geneva spirit” was not a change of “spirit” but 
of strategy. Communism identically the 
same. It is dedicated to world revolution and 
world dominion and it intends to accomplish 
its purposes. If this can be accomplished by 
a “peace offensive” then that is their way. If 
it can be accomplished by mass subversion that 
will be used. If by bribery and sweet talk, then 
that is the method. 


What is taking place in the world at this 
very moment? The continent of Africa is being 
assiduously wooed in any and every way pos- 
sible. India is being intensively cultivated by 
a visit from top Russian leaders. Communist 
aggression, in direct defiance to treaties, is being 
carried out in Indo-China. Every other part of 
the world, including our own country, are the 
victims of infiltration and intrigue, while an 
attempt to divert our attention from other 
trouble spots is being carried out in Berlin it- 
self. 


The serpent which we are “handling” will 
surely strike unless he gains contrel cver us 
through the process of cocperation and attrition. 


What is the Christian attitude? There is much 


said today about the “Christian attitude’ to 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


i | 
| 
EDITORIALS | 
4 
4 


specific situations. This writer would like to 
say that in our judgment Christians and Chris- 
tianity should have no part in any recognition 
of or cooperation with those who hate God and 
have officially dedicated their government and 
their philosophy to the atheistic concept. In 
this we are speaking of Communist governments, 
not peoples. ‘There are millions of people in 
the world today who have grown up under Com- 
munist rule and who know nothing else. For 
them there should be every consideration. For 
that reason the Christian should love all people 
—Russians, Chinese, Poles, or those living in 
any other Communist country. 


But, we should have no part in the recognition 
of or collaboration with Communist govern- 
ments for, we believe, only harm can result; 
harm to ourselves and harm to those countless 
millions who of necessity live under such regimes. 


When we criticize the snake-handling cult let 
us stop and consider whether we are not doing 
the same thing on an international scale? L.N.B. 


“According to the Gospel: 
You Are Not Saved by 
Christ Plus— 

You Are Saved by Christ Only” 


This epigrammatic sentence comes from a 
moving message by the Rev. A. M. Stibbs, Vice- 
Principal of Oak Hill Theological College, Lon- 
don, in an address on Justification by Faith de- 
livered at Tyndale House, Cambridge, Novem- 
ber 22nd. An earlier address by Rev. Professor 
J. I. Packer of Bristol dealt with the question 
of the authority of the Bible, or whether Billy 
Graham is right in basing his appeal on “‘the 
Bible says”; this one dealt with the other ques- 
tion raised by Dr. Graham’s visit as to whether 
accepting Christ as Lord and Saviour in con- 
version is sufficient or need one look for some- 
thing in addition to Christ. 


The prominent Anglican theologian said that 
the phrase “justification by faith’ was an un- 
fortunate contraction which appeared to be an 
impersonal idea. It should be made clear that 
we are speaking of a personal relationship—that 
of a sinner with God through Christ. This 
relationship which determines our eternal des- 
tiny is wrought by an act of God. We need to 
see it as an act of God who is sovereign in 


holiness and then in grace. As a personal thing 
sin is not only the violation of the law, it is 
rebellion against God which deserves His wrath 
and condemnation. When we so understand it, 
then justification, the crowning act of His grace, 
becomes marvelous. Both the beginning and the 
completion of salvation is with God. 


Again, justification means the primary and 
authoritative nature of the Word of God. God 
declares a man to be righteous in His sight, and 
the Word of God which so declares is the most 
decisive thing in the universe. Nothing is more 
decisive in the world than God speaking. If 
God has said that I am righteous then I can 
hold up my head anywhere. If God be for us, 
who can be against us. 


Moreover, justification is involved in the view 
of man as he is in the sight of God, that is, that 
man is a guilty, helpless, hopeless sinner who 
can only be saved if God undertakes for him. 
The Publican cried to God to be propitious 
to him, to do something to deal with his sin. 
God has done that something objectively and 
sufficiently in Christ so that He can and does 
receive the penitent who casts himself on God’s 
mercy. In my place and in my state as my proxy 
Christ has offered Himself as a substitute taking 
my penalty that I might be forgiven. It is no 
accident that this doctrine of the Cross went 
hand in hand with the doctrine of justification 
by faith in the New Testament and in the Ref- 
ormation. He was delivered up for our offenses, 
and raised for our justification. That is, He was 
also raised as Our proxy, our proot, our pledge, 
our seal of acceptance in God's sight. ‘The res- 
urrection and glorification of Jesus the Man 
is the proof of our acceptance with God. We 
are accepted in Him our proxy. 


Romans 5:1-11 sets forth the benefits which 
accompany and flow from justification such as 
peace with God, access or standing with God, the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, joy in tribulation and 
the hope of glory. 


Our faith is not the originating cause or 
ground of our salvation, it is that psychological 
activity by which we look wholly to another. 
When the speaker returned from missionary 
service in China, thoroughly worn out, his wise 
Christian physician told him that the Christian 
gospel was the perfect psychology. It tells the 
individual to find all his hope—one hundred 
per cent of it—by looking to another. W.C.R. 
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Not by Man— But by 
Jesus Christ 


“But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached of me ts not after man. 
For I neither received it of man, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Chnist.” Galatians 1:11-12. 


In our own personal faith, and in our wit- 
nessing for Christ, it is of vital importance that 
there shall be an authoritative basis for that 
faith. 


Authoritarianism is a very unpopular word 
in Protestant circles, and, when referring to an 
authority on the part of man or man-made 
organizations which is assumed over the minds 
and wills of individuals, it can lead to the gross- 
est tyranny. 


But we are not talking about man or his 
works. We are here considering the truthful- 
ness and therefore the authority of the gospel 
message itself. 


The writer has recently carried out an in- 
tensive study of the Pauline epistles in three 
different translations. One thing is certain - Paul 
believed that he had a divine revelation of 
truth which had up to that time largely been 
hidden but which was now revealed to him and 
which he was obligated to preach and to ex- 
plain. 


Some may say that Paul was deluded. Others 
that he was deliberately falsifying. There seems 
little use in discussing the matter with those 
holding either view. Paul says: But if our gospel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine unto them.” 


But, if the gospel which Paul preached came 
to him as a direct revelaticn from Jesus Christ, 
then we must give it the most earnest heed, not 
only for our own soul’s welfare, but also as 
the basis of the authority on which we preach 
it to others. 


The mathemetician makes no apology for 
categorically stating that two plus two makes 
four. He makes no apology for dogmatically 
Stating that there are certain mathematical 
formulas which are constant and never change. 


The Christian, whatever his status in the 
Church, has no apology to make for stating, with 
the fullest authority, those great and basic and 
abiding truths which man could never have dis- 
covered for himself but which have come to 
us as a direct revelation from God. 


The crux of the problem in the theological 
world today is to be found in man’s attitude to 
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spiritual truth. Much of the wisdom of this 
world can be, and is discovered by experimenta- 


tion, deduction or philosophical reasoning. 
Spiritual truth comes first by revelation and 
may then be enriched by experience and con. 
secrated study and reasoning. 


In his epistles Paul presents that great miiss 
of Christian truth which has been at the heart 
of the doctrinal teachings of the Church from 
the beginning. He affirms God’s plan of re. 
demption to have been ‘wrought out in the 
counsels of eternity. He shows that plan un- 
folding throughout the Old Testament. He 
shows it consummated on the Cross of Calvary. 
He proclaims the dead, resurrected, ascended 
and coming Lord of Glory as man’s freely ol- 
fered and only means of salvation. 


Paul’s gospel is centered in the Person and 
Work of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He re- 
jects the use of world wisdom and human clever- 
ness in preaching the gospel. And, he is des- 
perately in earnest and attempts to lead _ his 
hearers into a like sense of urgency and complete 
reliance on this one and only gospel. 


In our witness today we Christians do have 
a basis for the authority we claim for the Gos- 
pel. Where the sense of authority and finality 
is absent there is but the ever-changing opinions 
of men. Where there is this rightly-based au- 
thority there is spiritual power. What men need 
today and what they must heed 1s: 


B. 


Modernistic Theology and 
Communistic Ideology 


An inkling of how “Christianity” can openly 
exist in a Communist state and even receive its 
blessing is found in this authentic report, quot- 
ed in the China Bulletin of November 2]st. 


‘T'wo former missionaries of the United Church 
of Canada spent the past summer in Peking and 
during their stay visited with the teachers at 
Peking’s Yencheng Union Theological Sem- 
inary. 


Among other things they reported: 


‘When asked about the church’s theology, 
Professor Yang stated, “There is a change in 
emphasis connected with Christology. Born 
into a poor family - a laborer - concerned with 
the poor and oppressed - his life and thinking 
were in tune with the laboring class. He was 
antagonistic to the ruling class with whom 
he took the struggle attitude. Christ’s gospel 
is closely in tune with the present day; there 
is much social emphasis. The social teachings 
of Jesus are prominent in our preaching. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
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‘Salvation is a striving to live up to Christ’s 
ideals rather than a free gift from heaven. 
Christ’s death demonstrated the way of life 
for us rather than ‘buying’ our salvation. You 
must realize your own salvation by giving 
your life for others. Labor is an essential part 
of salvation, laboring with love. 
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‘We continue to teach eternal life. 


Not only is such a religion acceptable to 
Communism, it actually acts as its hand-maiden. 
Man earns his own salvation, without the re- 
demptive work of Christ, and in earning his 
way to Heaven he produces a new and better 
social order. 


At the very time of this report, and in the 
same city of Peking, one of God’s outstanding 
servants, Wang Ming-tao, was being arrested 
along with his family and a number of stu- 
dents, because they refused to bow the knee 
to Baal and because they stood as lighthouses 
in a dark place - preaching without compromise 
the unsearchable riches of God in Christ Jesus. 


These are days when we all need spiritual 
perception and God-given courage as never be- 
fore. For China the day of testing has come. 
It will probably come for America too. L.N.B. 


“When Iron Gates Yield” 


This book will probably go down in history 
as the outstanding mission book of this genera- 
tion. After the plethora of insipid and mislead- 
ing books which have been produced in the 
name of missions during recent years this one 
comes as a cool breeze on a sultry night. 


Written by a young Britisher who went to 
China in 1947 and on into Tibet in 1950, and 
who was then captured by the Communists and 
held prisoner for three years, it is inspiring, 
humbling and challenging in the very highest 
meaning of these words. 


Entering the mission field alone, not even with 
a Board backing him, Geoffrey Bull identified 
himself with the people from the very begin- 
ning. He became proficient in both the Chinese 
and Tibetan languages, so much so that he acted 
as interpreter for a Tibetan general in negotiat- 
ing with the Chinese, and later, in prison, was 
grudgingly complimented by a Communist 
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guard with the statement that he spoke Chinese 
better than many of the Chinese themselves. 


Here is the story of a man totally surrendered 
to God and to his calling, one who loved and 
suffered for those to whom he went with the 
Gospel. In the midst of the dead and wounded 
on the border of Tibet he makes this observa- 
tion: “Thousands of miles away from this tragic 
scene many are sitting at ease in Zion, glad 
to know that they themselves are complete in 
Christ. As one of the saints has said! ‘Jesus 
hath now many lovers of His heavenly kingdom, 
but few bearers of His Cross. He hath many 
desirous of consolation, but few of tribulation. 
He findeth many companions of His table, but 
few of his abstinence. All desire to rejoice with 
him, few are willing to endure anything for 
Him or with Him. Many follow Jesus unto 
the breaking of bread; but few to the drinking 
of the cup of His Passion.’ ”’ 


In this book is the most detailed account we 
have read anywhere of an extended attempt at 
“brain-washing” in a Communist prison. ‘The 
diabolical intensity of this process to break the 
minds and wills, and often the bodies, of its 
victims is described in a detail men of the free 
world can hardly imagine. As unpleasant as 
it is, we need to know what is going on where 
Communism prevails. 


Something of the moral and spiritual fiber 
of the writer of this book is revealed in a state- 
ment he wrote out, after months of torture, 
brow-beating and “thought reform.” Compelled 
to show his repentance and to make a denuncia- 
tion of imperialism he wrote as follows: “Im- 
perialism may well be a monster which devours 
other nations, but if Communism uses the power 
of the new state to lead millions away from 
God and down to hell, then it is more than a 
monster, it 1s a virus wreaking death in the 
souls of men and is more terrible than any 
imperialism that has yet arisen.” This he hand- 
ed to the official, fully expecting the worst. 


On another occasion, following days and 
nights of almost continuous interrogation and 
physical suffering he wrote: “Dear Father, if 
it takes twenty years to make the man you want 
me to be, then keep me here if that is Thy 
will.” 


A graphic picture of the agonies of “brain- 
washing” is given in this paragraph: 


“In the Satanic framework of Marxism I was 
being closed up, yet kept alive. What would 
it mean? Deformity, apostasy, or insanity? If 
one said one wanted to live, then there was 
only the threat of death. Yet, if one was pre- 
pared to die, and I told them, ‘Settle my case 
as you please, then in perversity they would 
insist that I live and that I learn to live as they 
demanded I should.” 
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Geoffrey Bull saw China during those chang- 
ing years. He is fair in recognizing the material 
improvements which came in with the new re- 
gime, and the fanatical loyalty to an ideology 
which put the welfare of the state above all 
else. But with this recognition of material 
progress he weighs the price and finds it too 
high, for the price was that of the loss of per- 
sonal freedom; of regimentation and blind ac- 
ceptance of an atheistic philosophy; of the loss 
of dignity and the worth of human personality, 
the state taking the place of God and the indi- 
vidual worshipping the state instead of his 
Creator. 


Accused of being a “spy” for Britain this 
young servant of God after more than three 
years of unspeakable suffering was finally “ex- 
pelled” from China for his crime. With Paul 
he can say: “Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 
down, but not destroyed.” 


We believe God will use this book to kindle 
the fires of missionary zeal wherever it is read. 
All Christians should read it and every mis- 
sionary candidate should ponder its pages—for 
here is the story of what one has so recently en- 
dured as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. L.N.B. 
*Available from the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. Price $3.00. 


Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Sixteenth Division : AIN : Verses 121 - 128 : 
Key-verse 127 : ‘“Therefore I love thy command- 
ments above gold; yea, above fine gold”; Key- 
thought : The Bible is Better than Gold. 


Gold is very valuable. It is the standard of 
value; “As good as gold”; ‘Worth its weight 
in gold”; our government has a big quantity 
of gold stored up at Fort Knox; it gives stability 
to our nation. We speak of one verse in the 
Sermon on the Mount as “The Golden Rule.’ 


But we have a Book that is “Better than 
Gold.” How can we prove it? 


I. The Word of God makes us Wise. and 
Wisdom is better than gold. 
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Sometimes “gold” makes fools out of people. 


The Wisdom that comes down from above is 
‘more to be desired than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold”; “The merchandise of it is better 
than the merchandise of silver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold” (see Proverbs 3:13-18, 
etc.) 

II. It makes us Good, and Goodness is better 
than gold. 


The love of gold, or the love of money, is a 
root of all kinds of evil. 


“A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches, and loving favor rather than silver 
and gold.”” “Name” in the Bible, stands for 
“character.” 


III. It makes us Happy, and Happiness 1s 
Better than Gold. 


Gold, rightly used, can increase the happiness 
of people, but there is no guarantee that gold, 
wealth, in itself will make men and women hap- 
py. Some of the most miserable people in the 
world have plenty of gold. 


The Word of God leads us to a life of Joy, 
deep abiding joy, that nothing in this world 
can give; Jesus came that our “joy might be 
full.” 


IV. It makes us Live, and Life is Better than 
gold. 


Gold can sometimes prolong our earthly lives 
lor a few days, or even years; many a man has 
given his gold for “moments of time.” Gold, 
however, cannot long keep death from the door. 


The Bible leads us to know God and Jesus 
Christ His Son; “In Him is Life’; Life here and 
now; Eternal Life. Yes, the Bible is “Better 
than Gold,” 


From the Tent to the Church 
By Rev. J. Edgar Craig 


Effingham, South Carolina 


The Tabernacles: In Bible times the place 
where people gathered to worship God was 
known by different names in different ages. 
One of the earliest names was the Tabernacle 
of which we read so frequently in the books of 
Exodus 26-39 and Numbers 9; 11; 12; 17; 18. 
There is a unique way God met with His 
people. In Exodus 40:34-35, we read that the 
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. The 
Hebrew word tabernacle means simply “a tent.” 
The tent was one of the earliest shelters and 
dwelling places that man made for himself, and 
that he still uses. It was easy to erect and easy 
to dismantle. Man often used it as a symbol of 
his own humanity. As the tent might be seen 


DECEMBER 14, 1955 


Any Three of the Books Listed Below 
Sent Postpaid for $5.00 
SUPPLY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 


$4.50 


By Loraine Boettner 
World Crises and the 


Prophetic Scriptures 


By Wilbur M. Smith 


Studies in Theology $3.50 
By Loraine Boettner 

Christianity and Liberalism $2.50 
By J. Gresham Machen 

The Presbyterian Conflict $1.50 
By Edwin H Rian 

Edward O. Guerrant.... $1.00 


By J. Gray McAllister and 
Grace Owings Guerrant 


Christianity Rightly So Called $2.00 
By Samuel G. Craig 
Our Lord $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Who Say Ye That I Am 52.50 
Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Christ—The Hope of Glory $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Knowing The Scriptures $3.95 
By A. T. Pierson 
1.50 
By A. T. Pierson 
Lord of Glory 3.50 
By B. B. Warfield 
Progress of Doctrine 1.75 
By Thomas Dehany Bernard 
1.00 
By John Bunyan 
Does God Answer Prayer 1.50 
By Louise Harrison McCraw 
God Transcendent and 
Other Sermons 2.90 
By Gresham Machen . 
Opening Doors 1.50 
3 By R. G. McLées, D.D. 
Christianity and Existentialism 3.00 
By J. M. Spier 
Order From 
THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, North Carolina 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 


Book Department 


Weaverville, N. C. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


PAGE 7 


The Reformed Doctrine 

$3.00 
al 
al 
8) 
C- 
4 

| 


in a certain place today and vanish almost over- 
night, even so did it seem with man himself. 
In II Corinthians 5:14, Paul writes of “our 
earthly house of this tabernacle” being dissolved. 
Peter, in II Peter 1:14, wrote, “I must put off 
this my tabernacle.” The tabernacle for wor- 
ship was designed to remind man of the tem- 
porary nature of his life on this earth, of his 
mortality. It was also used prophetically of 
the day when God would dwell in a human 
tabernacle. “I will set my tabernacle among 
you. I will walk among you, and will be your 
God, and ye shall be my people” (Leviticus 
26:11,12; Rev. 21:3). The place where we meet 
for worship should still serve to remind us of 
our mortality and of the Word that was made 
flesh (John 1:16). 


The Temple: ‘The place of worship was 
also called “the temple.” ‘This was the name 
given to the house of God that David dreamed 
of (I Kings 8:17,18), and that Solomon built 
(II Chronicles 6:2). The Hebrew word for tem- 
ple means a palace. David was distressed at 
the thought that while he dwelt in a beautiful 
house, God was still worshipped in a tent. 
(II Samuel 7:2) So he and Solomon tried to 
make a house of God that would surpass in 
beauty all the houses men built for themselves. 
Jesus referred to His body as a temple (John 
2:19-21):, The English word temple is an old 
pagan word. It was the piece of the night sky 
that the astrologer pretended to be cut off 
(temeo) with his magician’s rod. The place 
where we worship God cannot be too beautiful, 
and the worship and fellowship in it ought to 
be a little bit of heaven of glory. (See also 
I Corinthians 3:16,17; 6:19; II Corinthians 
3:16,17; 6:16). 


The Sanctuary: The house of God was also 
known as the sanctuary, a word which means 
“set apart for holy purposes.” “Ye shall keep 
my sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary,” was 
God’s clear word (John 2:13-16). The Psalmist 
talked of the sanctuary as a place where he 
found help (Psalm 20:2), vision (Psalm 63:2), 
guidance (Psalm 73:17; 77:13), a place for 
prayer and praise (Psalm 134:2; 150:1). Bless- 
ing can come only through a clean sanctuary 
whence flows the pure water of life (Ezekiel 
47:12). Keep all worldly things out of God’s 
sanctuary. 


The Synagogue: ‘The house of God was also 
called the synagogue - a word which means to 
assemble together (Hebrews 10:23). Some 
Christian groups today talk of their assemblies, 
a truly scriptural word. John uses it to describe 
the first evening service of the Christian faith 
(John 20:19). The place where we _ worship 
ought to provide a demonstration to the world 
of our oneness in Christ, and ought to afford 
us an opportunity for fellowship in the true 
spiritual sense of that word. 
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The Church: The most common word used 
today for the place where Christians assemble 
for worship is “the church” and in this sense 
it is the most unscriptural of all. It is never 
so used in the New Testament. The church 
has but one meaning - the redeemed people 
as a mystical body of Christ. Sometimes it was 
used to designate the local group (I Corinthians 
1:2; Philemon 2, etc.) Stone and lime can never 
be a church. The church is the body of people 
whom He has purchased with His blood (Acts 
20:28). The Greek word is “ecclesia,” which 
means “the called out,” - the people who have 
been called with a holy calling (II Timothy 
1:9; I Peter 2:9). The English word church 
is from the Greek ‘“‘kuriakon,” meaning “be- 
longing to the Lord.” It means the people who 
belong to Jesus Christ. 


The House of God: A very common name 
for the place of worship is the House of God, 
the House of the Lord (Psalm 23:6; 27:4 I 
Timothy 3:15). Let it be to us a Tabernacle, 
a Temple, a Sanctuary, a Synagogue, the place 
that accommodates the true church on this 
earth. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


Sunday, December 18, Psalm One. Notice 
the characteristics of the godly man listed in 
vv.1-3. What is his relationship to the ways of 
the world (v.1)? Where does he find his en- 
joyment in life (v.2)? Is there any real joy 
or peace in the paths of sin? In what does the 
godly man’s interests (v.2) in the things of 
the Lord result (v.3)? Is v.3 a description of 
your inner life? What contrast is presented 
in vv.3-4 between the lasting security of the 
godly and the brief passing of the sinner? It is 
the Day of Judgment that shall cause the sinner 
to be swept away (v.5). Are there sins into 
which you fall that could destroy you in the 
Judgment? Again, claim the promise of I John 
1:7b. 


Monday, December 19, Deut. 18:9-15. As the 
Israelites entered the Promised Land, the Lord 
used them as an instrument of judgment upon 
the inhabitants (v.12). Of what sins were the 
inhabitants guilty (vv.10-11)? What was to be 
Israel’s relation to these sins (vv.9-10)? What 
practices are there in your community that you 
as a Christian should have no part of? Do you 
realize that there must be a difference between 
vour behavior and that of the world? Of whom 
do vv.15&19 prophesy? (See Acts 3:22,23;7:37) 
How was Christ a prophet like unto Moses 
(v.18, John 17:8)? What was to be the result 
it God’s message spoken through Moses was 
not heeded (17:5-6; 18:19)? How much greater 
will be the punishment of the person who does 
not heed the Son of God (Hebrews 10:28-29) ? 


Tuesday, December 20, Isaiah 11:1-5,11-12. 
Jesse (v.1) was the father of King David. God 
had promised David that his throne would re- 
main forever (II Samuel 7:16) and that the 
Messiah would come through his descendants 
(Matthew 22:41-45). How is Isaiah 11:1,10 re- 
lated to this promise? Do vv.3-5,10-12 describe 
the Messiah as a suffering Savior or a reigning 
King? What aspect of Christ’s ministry do these 
verses describe (see also 9:6-7)? Do you have 
a real hope of the time when Christ will reign 
as King? List all the characteristics you can 
find of the reigning Christ in vv.2-5. Don’t you 
long to be like Him? to have these characteristics 
for yourself? What does I John 3:2-3 add to your 
hope of His coming? 


Wednesday, December 21, Micah 4:1-7, In the 
very presence of the impending judgment of 
God upon Jerusalem (3:9-12;4:10), this glorious 
picture of her ultimate triumph is presented 
(4:1-7). Contrast the picture of Zion as present- 
ed in 3:12 and 4:1-2. As we fear great destruc- 
tion in this world today we, too, can look to 
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God’s promise for a glorious future. In what 
position among the nations is Zion placed in 
4:1-22 How do the figures of the vine and fig 
tree in v.4 underscore the message of v.3? What 
difference will the reign of God make for the 
weak (vv.6-7)? Thinking of this reign in terms 
of Christ and His Kingdom, read through this 
passage prayerfully a number of times until you 
find in your heart a song of praise to God. Al- 
low these thoughts to be notes of praise for you 
throughout the day. 


Thursday, December 22, I Samuel 2:1-10. 
There are few longings in the human heart 
more painful or more intense than that of a 
childless woman for a son or daughter. How 
great was Hannah’s longing for a child (1:6-8, 
10,15)? Imagine the greatness of her happiness 
at the events of v.20. Now notice what Hannah 
did with this child (1:24-28;2:19). Could you 
have made such a sacrifice? The depth of a 
Christian’s consecration to God is measured by 
the depth of his surrender to God of his most 
precious possessions. Is there anything you are 
holding back? Did Hannah’s act of sacrifice 
result in joy or sadness in her heart (2:1-10)? 
How do verses show you that God’s plan for 
your life is the best plan? Do not miss v.21 of 
chapter 2. 


Irriday, December 23, Isaiah 11:1-10. Notice 
several of the characteristics of God’s future 
kingdom on earth: a competent ruler thorough- 
ly qualified for his work (v.2) and truly de- 
voted to his people (v.5b); the absence of all 
corruption in government (v.5); the righting of 
economic and social wrongs (v.4a); perfect 
peace and tranquility, no fear of evil or crime 
(vv.6-9) ; utter rest for the heart and soul of 
the individual in the very presence of God 
(v.10). How do the figures used in vv.6-8 point 
out the impossibility of obtaining such a sin- 
less society (v.4) by human efforts? What new 
meaning does this passage give to the petition, 
“Thy Kingdom Come?” Can you pray this 
prayer from your heart? 


Saturday, December 24, Isaiah 53:1-6. In these 
verses written in 750 B. C. we find ourselves 
at the foot of the cross. Read Matt. 27:27-50 
and other passages on the crucifixion. Think of 
some incident in the crucifixion that is brought 
to mind in each of the verses in Isaiah 53:2-7. 
What explanation do vwv.4-6 give of the purpose 
of these events? Is v.6a characteristic of your 
heart? List the verbs that describe the events 
that happened to Christ in vv.3-7. Do you real- 
ize that Christ bore your griefs (v.4), was 
wounded for your transgressions (v.5), that 
your sins were laid on Him (v.6)? What part 
did God have in the crucifixion (vv.4b,6b) ? 
How did Christ behave (vv.7,9b) ? Again, thank 
God for His unspeakable gift to you in His Son. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Songs Of The Saviors Birth 


Background Scripture: Luke 1:5-80; 2:29-32 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 11:1-9 


There were songs in the heavens and songs on the earth when Jesus was born. Whenever there is 
some great experience, or great deliverance in the life of a nation or individual, men and women 
express their feelings in songs. When the Israelites saw the Egyptians drowned in the Sea, while 
they escaped, Miriam and the women celebrated this stirring event in song. When Deborah 
and Barak won their great victory there was a Song to commemorate it. In First Samuel we have 


a Song very similar in many respects to Mary's 
Song, when Hannah expressed her joy over her 
son. David, the Soldier and Sweet Singer of 
Israel wrote many of the Psalms in connection 
with his victories over his enemies, and many 
are prayers asking for God’s help in times of 
great need. 


It was very natural that there should beSongs 
of the Savior’s Birth.” The long expected Mes- 
siah_ was come, the Coming One, about whom 
the: prophets had been writing, lo, these many 
centuries. All the chief actors in this Greatest 
Drama ever enacted, burst forth in song, both 
those on earth, and those in the sky. 


Many of the prophets wrote their messages, 
partly at least, in the form of poetry. This does 
not always appear in the King James Version. 
Even when written in prose, many of these 
prophecies read like poetry. In our Devotional 
Reading we have one of the most beautiful de- 
scriptions of the “Righteous Reign of the 
Branch”; a picture of the Coming Messiah and 
the glory of His reign. It closes with these 
words: (verse 9) ““They shall not hurt nor de- 
stroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea.’” His First coming, 
when He was born a Babe at Bethlehem, and 
His Second Coming in clouds of glory with His 
holy angels, are events which call for Songs. 


I. The Experiences and Songs of Zacharias and 
Elisabeth: 1:5-25;57-80. 


Luke gives the details concerning the birth 
of John the Baptist. His father was the priest, 
Zacharias, and his mother, Elisabeth, ‘‘of the 
daughters of Aaron.” They were “righteous’”’ 
and “‘blameless”; two of the best people in Israel. 
They had no child. As Zacharias was busy with 
his duties as priest, an angel appeared to him 
and told him that his prayer was heard; that 
Elisabeth should have a son, and that he should 
be named John: “And thou shalt have great 
joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his 
birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the 
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Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother’s womb.” Zacha- 
rias was astonished; the news was “too good to 
be true,” and there must have been a touch of 
unbelief in what he said, “Whereby shall | 
know this”? The angel Gabriel tells him that 
he will be dumb, and not able to speak, until 
the day that these things shall be performed. 
Would we be equally surprised and unbelieving 
if our prayers were suddenly answered? We see 
in this whole event one of the ways in which 
God often takes the weak things of the world 
to confound the mighty. 


klisabeth bursts into song when she visits 


Mary, and these two highly-favored women talk 


over the wonderful way in which God has hon- 
ored them; “Blessed art thou among women 
. . . blessed is she that believed.” Mary never 
seemed to doubt the word of the angel to her, 
although she did say, How shall this be? 


When John the Baptist was born, the kins- 
folk called him Zacharias after his father, but 
his mother said, Not so, but he shall be called 
John. His father desired a writing tablet, and 
wrote, His name is John. Then his mouth was 
opened; he was filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and burst into a prophetic song of praise. In 
this song he refers to the holy covenant with 
Abraham. He says of his son, John,“And thou, 
child, shalt be called the prophet of the High- 
est; for thou shalt go betore the face of the 
Lord to prepare His ways... To give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the shadow ol 
death.” 


{hus the birth of this great man, of whom 
Jesus said later that none greater than he had 
arisen, was celebrated in song by the inspired 
lips of his father Zacharias. I think we get an 
insight into the whole matter of Inspiration 
as we read these Songs. Only the Spirit of God 
can enable men like Zacharias to express their 
thought thus, and to foresee the future. 
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Il. The Experience and Song of Mary (The 
Magnificat): 26-56. 


Gabriel is sent to inform Mary of the glorious 
fact that she is to be the mother of Jesus: “The 
angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.” 
li: this simple way Luke states the fact of the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord, and explains it fur- 
ther in verse 35. How anyone who believes 
the Bible to be the Word of God can have any 
doubts as to the fact of the Virgin Birth, or 
its vital importance, is hard to understand. Any 
other theory, or attempted explanation, leads 
only to confusion, and even to blasphemy. This 
is the most natural, the most easily believed, 
and the God-given explanation, penned by a 
most accurate historian, inspired by the Spirit 
of God. Could it be more distinctly stated? ‘This 
one verse (verse 55), is sufficient. In answer 
to Mary’s question, the angel said, ‘““The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee : there- 
lore also that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” ‘That 
one verse is enough to settle the question for 
all reasonable persons. 


After Elisabeth’s short scng, Mary said, “My 
soul doth magnify the Lord. And my_ spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Savior,” and continues 
this most magnificent of all songs, the Inspired 
Song about her Son and Savior. (It would be 
well to compare this song with the song of 
Hannah, in I Samuel 2:1-10) She praises God 
for what He has done to His “handmaiden”: for, 
“behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.” If the Church had but clung 
to this beautiful description and_ picture of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, what a blessing it 
would have been! To honor Mary and call her 
“blessed”, is natural; to put her in the place 
of Christ, to pray to her, and worship her, is 
idolatry, and she, the modest “hand-maiden”’ 
of the Lord would be the tirst to condemn 
such a practice, and turn from it with horror. 


Notice in her Song how she praises God for 
putting down the proud and mighty, and exalt- 
ing those of low degree. God passed by and ig- 
nored the leaders of the Jews, the Pharisees 
and scribes, and chief priests, and bestowed 
honor upon those of low degree. This is ever 
His way. Notice, too, how she links all with 
the promises made to ‘“‘our father Abraham, and 
to his seed for ever.” As a pious Jew she remem- 
bers the “Covenant.” 


II. The Incidents of Simeon and Anna: 25-38. 


I have included a few more verses because 
both Simeon and Anna spoke in very similar 
terms. ‘These two ordinary people are singled 
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out for special mention and honor. Simeon was 
a just and devout man, and Anna served God 
with fastings and prayers night and day. To 
these two were given insight into the true char- 
acter of ‘the Baby Jesus. Simeon’s clear revela- 
tion of the world-wide nature of the salvation 
which comes in Christ: “For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
Even the Apostles were very slow to catch this 
vision. Anna’s Prophecy concerning the Child 
does not seem to take poetic form but expresses 
the “song in her heart.” The little sentence, 
Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy soul also, 
was no doubt fulfilled very literally when Mary 
stood by the Cross and watched as they pierced 
His side. What were the feelings of Mary as 
she heard Jesus say, Behold thy mother; Behold 
thy son? 


IV. The Song of the Angels: 2:14. 

I think this should by all means be included 
in “Songs of the Savior’s Birth,” for the multi- 
tude of the heavenly host sang as they joined 
in telling the shepherds about the Savior, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” The latter part 
of this song is often quoted, but not understood 
by those who quote it. Heaven and earth united 
their voice when He was born. There will be 
great rejoicing when He comes again. 


We have a great deal of singing of “Christmas 
Carols” at Christmas time. I saw a suggestion 
in the Sunday School Times which I think is 
a good one. Why not sing these beautiful 
Hymns at other times? they are appropriate 
for any Sabbath worship. Take ‘Joy to the 
World,” for instance. This “Joy” is not just 
once a year; it is for all the year. 


Turn to our Hymnals and see how Christians 
express the innermost feelings of our hearts. 
We not only sing at His Birth, but we sing 
about His Life; His Sufferings and Death; His 
Resurrection; His Coming in glory. Look at 
the ‘“Doxologies’” in the book of Revelation. 


There will be lots of singing in Heaven. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 25 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Continuing Christmas 


Hymn: “Joy To The World! ‘The Lord Is 
Come” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Hebrews 2 and John 1:1-11 

Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

Offering 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

On this day we celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Why do we do it? The story of the Nativity is 
appealing from the standpoint of sentiment— 
the humble parents, the stable room, and the 
manger bed. There were wondrous signs ac- 
companying this event—the angelic announce- 
ment to the shepherds, the miraculous guiding 
star, and the wise men with their rich gifts. 
All of these combined cannot explain the full 
meaning of Christmas and its importance to us. 
‘There is something about Christmas which has 
deep and abiding significance for all mankind. 
It is the fact that in the birth of Christ God 
became man. We must never allow glittering 
tinsel, glowing trees, or colorfully wrapped pack- 
ages to obscure this most important tact. If we 
do allow this marvelous truth to escape us, 
Christmas will become just another pagan holi- 
day. In fact, some thinking people already fear 
that this very thing is happening. 


One of the best ways of insuring that we 
shall always bear in mind the true meaning of 
Christmas is to dedicate ourselves to thinking 
about it all through the year. In most of our 
churches we never sing the beautiful Christmas 
hymns except in December. For the most part 
we reserve the reading of the Christmas story 
in the Bible for this particular season. It is 
never out of place to sing or read of the birth 
of Christ, because the tact that God became 
man in Christ is just as important to us in 
July as it is in December. As the title of this 
program suggests, we ought to have a continu- 
ing Christmas. Let us determine now that we 
shall meditate on the meaning and significance 
of Christmas not only today but throughout the 
coming year. 

Surely all of us accept the teaching of the 
Bible that God did come to earth as a human 
being when Christ was born. Why did He do 
it? Why was it necessary? Our two speakers 
will tell us what God accomplished through 
the incarnation. 


First SPEAKER: 
Christ was born into the world to _ reveal 
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God more perfectly to men, Some people already 
knew some things about God before Christ 
came. They knew that God was powerful, that 
He was righteous, and that He desired ~ 
eousness of His people. Some of them had ; 
far more spiritual understanding of God ae 
others, but even the most enlightened possessed 
only a limited understanding. Much of the 
knowledge they had received was second-hand, 
so to speak. When Christ came into their 
midst, He brought first-hand knowledge of God, 
because He was God. He was called Emmanuel, 
which means “God with us.’”” He said, “He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the Father,” and 
and my Father are one.”” John wrote, ““The Word 
became flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
A child finds it difficult to understand deep 
things unless they can be expressed to him in 
his own terms. Christ reveals God to us in 
terms we can understand, because in Him we 
actually see the true nature of God in human 
form. Everything that men understood about 
God betore Christ came, they understood far 
more clearly after they beheld God in Christ. 


There are some things about the nature of 
God which never came through very clearly 
to many people until Christ made it plain. One 
of these was the love of God. You can talk about 
love a great deal, but to be clearly understood, 
it must be demonstrated. In His life and death 
Christ demonstrated the love of God in a most 
conclusive way. Surely God would not have 
humbled Himself to become man, if He had 
not loved us.. He would not have subjected 
Himself to temptation and persecution had He 
not loved us. Most assuredly He would not have 
taken on Himself the guilt of our sin and died 
in our place except tor His marvelous love. 
The incarnation reveals a great deal of God to 
us, but most of all it reveals His love. If we 
were to know God as He wanted to be known, 
it was necessary that He become man. This 
is a part of the deeper meaning of Christmas 
which deserves our thought all through the 
year. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

It was necessary that God should come to 
earth as man if His lost creation was to be re- 
deemed and restored to fellowship with Him. 
Christ said of His own mission, “The Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.”” Again He said, “The Son of man 
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came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.” It 
was necessary for God to save the world from 
sin, because the world was unable to save itself. 
The people of the world became sinful by 
their own choice. They willingly turned away 
from God, and having turned they lost all in- 
clination and ability to turn back to Him. Their 
only hope of being restored was in the love of 
God for them. God proved His love by coming 
to them in the person of Christ. Not only did 
He come to them, He became one of them. 
Being one of them He could take responsibility 
for their sin. Having taken responsibility for 
sin, He suffered and died as a sinner. The in- 
carnation was necessary in order that atonement 
could be made for our sins. 


We do not ordinarily think of the crucifixion 
at Christmas, but Christ was born to deliver 
the world from the power and guilt of sin, and 


the deliverance could be wrought only by His 


- atoning death. We do not understand the full 
_ significance unless we see the cross behind the 


manger, and the empty tomb behind the cross. 
It is one picture of glory to God and joy to 
man. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Christ was born to reveal God and to redeem 
the world. Have we let Him reveal God to 
us? Have we let Him redeem us from our sin? 
We cannot see the truth He came to make 
known until we open our spiritual eyes to Him. 
We cannot experience His redemption until we 
open our hearts to Him. The question is, have 
we done it? (Ask the young people to bow 
their heads in silent prayer and think on these 
questions and on Christ. If you wish, you may 
close the program with a series of voluntary 
sentence prayers.) 


Women’s Work 


Teaching Temperance and Reform 
in the Public Schools 


One of the opportunities which comes to us 
in the field of ‘Temperance is to assist in pro- 
moting Alcohol Education in the public schools. 
While every state has laws requiring the facts 
about alcohol to be taught in tax-supported 
schools, there is wide disregard of these laws 
and lack of preparation and interest of many 
teachers and school administrators. 


However, on the other hand, there are teach- 
ers, principals, and superintendents of schools 
who are truly desirous of providing adequate 
instruction but who are not acquainted with 
fine new materials available. 

Therefore, we can render a real service by 
making known to our school authorities the ex- 
istence of the following excellent materials— 
better still, present copies of these books to 
proper individuals in your schools. 


1. Teaching Unit On Alcohol Education by 
Bergen Birdsall. 75 cents single copy. Contains 
“Complete Lesson Plans for the high school 
teacher, including basic information, classroom 
helps, evaluation techniques, student activity, 
visual aids, curriculum: coordination and _ refer- 
ence materials.” 

For seven years the author, who is Director 
of Education for the California Temperance 
Federation, has been providing a program of 
alcohol-narcotic education in the schools of Cali- 
fornia. As a result of his outstanding work, many 
educators requested this teaching material in 
printed form. It was in response to these per- 
sistent requests that the Teaching Unit On ALI- 
cohol Education was produced. After “trial’’ use 
in mimeographed form for an entire school year 
in about 50 schools, this Teaching Unit was 
again revised and amplified to conform to sug- 
gestions growing out of classroom use. 

The format of the book (37 pages 8x11) is 
most attractive and up-to-date. The material has 
been well documented and is scientifically ac- 
curate. 


LIBRARY 
SIZE 


STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 


for 1956 


This International Uniform Lesson commen- 
tary, now in its 3rd edition, has proved to be an 
exceptional teaching aid. Each lesson is complete 
with Scripture, background, explanation of text, 
discussion, main points, lesson quiz, etc., and a 
practical plan for teaching the lesson to youth and 
adults. 448 pages, cloth bound, 714 x 9% inches. 


At your Bookstore or 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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2. Alcohol Education, A Brief Handbook and 
Guide for Teachers, Grades 3-12 by Brooks and 
Howard. 50 cents. This book, written by two 
experienced and highly qualified authors, is 
the outgrowth of materials used for more than 
ten years by Mrs. Brooks and other teachers in 
the schools of New York City, as a part of an 
educational program in this field sponsored by 
“The Alcohol Education Committee of Greater 
New York.” | 


The material is brief, factual, and scientific, 
and is presented in very attractive format. It 
is referred to as “a self-contained Handbook’”’ 
since it not only contains outlines for each grade 
with suggestions on how alcohol education can 
be correlated with other work the teacher is 
already doing, but it also provides excellent basic 
background information for all teachers. This 
is a very valuable book not only for use in 
public schools, but in church schools and youth 
groups. 

3. Lessons About Alcohol, A Guide for Ele- 
mentary Teachers by Estelle Bozeman and others 
—50 cents. A manual for elementary teachers 
with 14 units on alcohol and 2 units on tobacco. 
Prepared by a number of experienced teachers 
who are outstanding in their profession, each 
lesson is planned under six main headings: Ob- 
jectives; Motivation or Approach; Development; 
Materials; Outcomes; Bibliography. Much em- 
phasis is placed upon personal application by 
the pupil of what he has learned. 

* * * 

It is my feeling that you can render a distinct 
service in the field of Alcohol Education by in- 
troducing these books to the teachers and ad- 
ministrators of your schools. 


You may secure them at the prices quoted 
(special prices will be given in quantities) Lit- 
erature Department, 209 Ninth St., Pittsburgh 

Mrs. W. J. H. McKnight 
From Missionary Horizons 


This Is How One Family Does It! 


One of the dearest things that a woman can 
have is her family—a family that is hers to love, 
hers to protect and hers to guide. What woman 
is there who would not give her life if she 
could build a high wall around that family 
and keep them safe from the outside world? 
She would build it high and build it well. No 
evil thoughts would come in—no unkind word 
—no hurt—no care. Like all walls, however, it 
could not stand forever and if that was all the 
protection the family had, they would be weak 
indeed. 


Truly she must build, but something other 
than walls. She must build in the hearts of 
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each of those whom she loves, a faith that can 
never be shaken, a courage that is always sure 
and a vision that will never die. These she must 
build and they will be a life time in building. 


The family goes out each day to meet the 
world and each in his particular way needs all 
the strength that he can muster. What better 
place to find that strength than around the 
family altar. Here great scripture is heard and 
interpreted and here the family has learned 
to pray. Not every day has the thing that has 
been said met every need, but here a habit of 
worship has been formed and a foundation laid. 


Built on these foundations have come lasting 
and never to be forgotten experiences. One 
young girl in writing about her family says, 
“When I think about our times together, | 
know God was there. What we said does not 
seem to be so important. It was what we felt. 
It was His world and He was counting on us.” 


So important is a family worshiping together 
that it is a must in the day’s activities. How 
it is done or when is something each family 
must decide. Know full well, however, that for 
what you put into it, you will be rewarded four- 
fold. Some like morning for worship. A prayer 
a thought with which to start the day. It 
might take getting up a little earlier, but it 
can be done. For some a few minutes around 
the supper table is best. That may be the only 
time the family can be together. Some families 
can worship together only once a week. When 
ever it is, plan it well, make it regular. 


Your church believes in families worshiping 
together. For old young people and adults 
she gives you “Day by Day.” For families with 
smaller children there is “As the Day Begins,” 
and “Prayer Time.” In the literature of the 
Children’s Division there are always special 
helps for parents and children. Be always on 
the alert for during this next year when the 
emphasis is on Christian Family Life there will 
be a wealth of material in all our church pub- 
lications. Watch for it, use and file it away. 


What you plan does not have to be long— 
it should not be long, but it should be mean- 
ingful. Make it a time when there is a con- 
sciousness of God, a need of Him and a willing- 
ness to serve. 


A worship time together will be a time when 
joys will be shared—problems will be solved 
and encouragement given. Such times together 
will help to send your young people and your- 
self out, with faith, courage, and vision. Could 
you ask for more? Can you afford to do less? 


(Mrs. Dan. P., Jr.) Beth McGeachy, 
Clearwater, Florida. 
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Plan Now—Christmas Family Worship 


Many churches are planning special Christ- 
mas Family Worship services at the churches and 
ollering worship materials for families for use 
in their homes. 


Adults in homes also want to make prepara- 
tion that their families may have special ex- 
periences in worship together at Christmas time. 
To aid in this a new Christmas Family Wor- 
ship folder has been prepared in the form of 
a Christmas card. ‘Those desiring to help others 
can use this Christmas folder to strengthen fam- 
ily worship at the Christmas season. It is avail- 
able from the Presbyterian Book Stores. 


MRS. LILLIAN HARVEY ROGERS 


The Women of the Amelia _ Presbyterian 
Church, Amelia, Virginia, offer this tribute of 
love and respect to the memory of our beloved 
member, Mrs. Lillian Harvey Rogers, who 
passed away November 10, 1955, at her home in 
Amelia. Funeral services were held at the Amelia 
Presbyterian Church on November 12, and 
burial was in the church cemetery. 


Lillian Harvey Rogers, the oldest daughter 
of Thomas W. and Letitia Jones Harvey, was 
born in Campbell County, Virginia, November 
25, 1871. She was educated in the local public 
schools; Central Female Institute, Gordonville, 
Virginia; and Southwest Institute, now Virginia 
Intermont College, Bristol, Virginia. She united 


_ with the New Concord Presbyterian Church in 


1884 at the age of thirteen years. On September 
27, 1893, she was married to W. T. Simpson, 
who died October 7, 1896. She was united in 
marriage with the Reverend D. P. Rogers on 
June 26, 1907. 


In 1912 Rev. and Mrs. Rogers came to Amelia 
and for twenty-five years, until the retirement 
of Mr. Rogers in 1937, served the Amelia group 
of churches with love and unstinted devotion. 
Following Mr. Rogers’ retirement from the 
active ministry, they established their home in 
Amelia, and through the years they have been 
for the church and the entire community sym- 
bols of warm and gracious Christian living. To 
know Mrs. Rogers was to love her, for her many 
deeds of understanding, sympathy, and kindness 
endeared her to all with whom she came in con- 
tact and glorified the God of Love Whom she 
so faithfully served. 


Realizing the loss which we have sustained, 
we the Women of the Amelia Presbyterian 


Church hereby resolve: 


First, that we give thanks. .to God for the con- 
secrated life which she lived; 
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Second, that we hold in sacred memory the 
example of Mrs. Rogers and dedicate ourselves 
anew to the Saviour Who has given her eternal ° 
life; and, 


Third, that we extend our heartfelt sympathy 
to the loved ones who survive: her husband, the 
Rev. D. P. Rogers; two sisters, Mrs. D. E. Cald- 
well, Sr., of Appomattox, Virginia, and Mrs. 
C. V. Bailey, of Bluefield, West Virginia; and 
two step-sons, Dr. W. H. Rogers, of Tallahassee, 
Florida, and Dr. J. M. Rogers, of Glade Spring, 
Virginia. 


“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” 


Passing of Mrs. J. B. Hutton 


Mrs. James Buchanan Hutton, of Jackson, 
Mississippi, died cn Wednesday November 23rd, 
after an illness of several months. Mrs. Hutton, 
82, was the widow of Dr. J. B. Hutton, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Jackson for 
44 years. She was a diligent and most efficient 
church and Sunday School worker up to only 
a few months .ago. Funeral services were con- 
ducted on Friday, November 25th, by Dr. J. 
Reed Miller, pastor First Presbyterian Church, 
assisted by Doctors O. M. Anderson, W. A. Hall 
and R. E. Hough. Interment in Cedarlawn 


Cemetery, Jackson. 


Survivors are two daughters, Mrs. Frank Mc- 
Cutcheon, of Salisbury, N. C., Mrs. Russ M. 
Johnson, of Jackson; three sons, Sam Hutton, 
of Tchula, Mississippi; J]. B. Hutton, Jr., of 
Washington, D. C., and Charlton D. Hutton, of 
Jackson; one sister, Mrs. N. Vick Robbins, of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi; eleven grandchildren, 
two great-grandchildren. 


Church News 


Winston-Salem, N. C. — Dr. Julian Lake, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church here, 
will be the major speaker at New Philadelphia 
Moravian Church sometime in January at the 
church’s special evangelistic services. Dr. Lake 
conducted a revival” at the Moravian church 


about two years ago. 


Banner Elk, N. C. — New members have 
recently been elected to the Lees-McRae College 
Student Faculty Senate—an executive body in 
Student Government at the Presbyterian junior 
college at Banner Elk. The newly-elected mem- 
bers include: Barbara Sharpe, Greensboro, rep- 
resentative of the Sophomore class; Patty Dil- 
lon, High Point, Sophomore class; Clyde Mc- 
Kinney, Yanceyville, Sophomore class; Guy 
Soule, Charlotte, Sophomore class; Paul O. Hud- 
son, college registrar, faculty representative; 
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Mrs. G. E. Kidd, Freshman dormitory house- 
mother, faculty; Sammy Beck, Winston-Salem, 
vice president of the student body and Sopho- 
more representative; Miss Mary Lee Gray, Dean 
of Women, faculty; Frank Pope, Max Meadows, 
Va., Sophomore; Donald McCarter, Kings Moun- 
tain, president of the student body and presiding 
officer of the Senate; Lewis Hall, dean of men, 
faculty. 


Lake City, S.C. — At the 48th annual meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church, Harmony 
Presbytery, held recently at the Lake City Pres- 
byterian Church, members elected Mrs. O. L. 
Brourton of Georgetown, as president. Mrs. 
J. J. Williams of Sumter was named vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Frank L. Traver of Lake City was 
elected secretary; and Mrs. W. 'T. Royer, Bishop- 
ville, became the group’s new treasurer. All of- 
licers will serve for three years. 


Committees and their new chairmen elected 
at this meeting included: Spiritual Growth, Mrs. 
W. E. Snipes of Kingstree; Church Extension, 
Mrs. John Duke, Kingstree; Stewardship, Mrs. 
Ek. R. Plowden, Lake City; World Missions, Mrs. 
L. O. McCutcheon, Sumter; Christian Educa- 
tion, Mrs. T. L. Burgess, Greeleyville; Annuities 
and Relief, Mrs. R. A. Cousar, Bishopville; and 
General Fund Agencies, Mrs. T. J. Appleby, 
Kingstree. 


Memphis, Tenn. — Ministers, Sunday School 
teachers and superintendents from Presbyterian 
churches in the Memphis area met here at the 
Second Presbyterian Church November 18 for 
a one-day Christian Education Institute. 


The Rev. Paul E. Corbett, Jr., minister of 
Christian Education at Second Presbyterian, 
was in charge of the institute. Speakers included 
Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive secretary of 
the Board of Christian Education and Mrs. 
L. C. Majors, special field representative of the 
- Board, both of Richmond; and the Rev. O. G. 
Henry of Jackson, Tenn., regional director of 
Christian education of the Synod of Tennessee. 


A display of books and pamphlets on Chris- 
tian education and the latest audio-visual aids 
was presented at the institute. | 


Nashville, Tenn. — The arrival or sched- 
uled arrival in the United States of nine mis- 
sionaries for the Presbyterian Church, U.S., on 
furlough is announced by the Board of World 
Missions for the denomination. 


Reaching this country in October were Dr. 
Hugh English, Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Wilson, 
and the Rev. and Mrs. Kemp Hobson, all from 
the Belgian Congo, Africa, and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Bruce A. Cumming from Korea. 


Miss Sara Dixon, from the Mexico Mission, re- 
turned in early November. Three other mis- 
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sionaries are scheduled to arrive in December. 
These are Miss Margaret Shelby of Mexico, Miss 
Mary Garland Taylor of North Brazil, and Mr. 
A. B. Coit, Jr., of East Brazil Mission. 


Dr. English, who has been serving in Lubon- 
dai, is making his furlough home in Dallas, 
Texas. He is a native of Forth Worth, and a 
graduate of both Southern Methodist University 
and Tulane Medical School. He also studied 
for a year at Union Seminary, Richmond. Dr. 
English is a member of Highland Park Pres- 
byterian Church, Dallas. 


The Wilsons, from Luebo, reached this coun- 
try October 22 and are living at Mission Court, 
Richmond, during their furlough. Mrs. Wilson, 
the former Bessie Hancock of Houston, is a 
graduate of University of Texas School of Nurs- 
ing, and studied at Moody Bible Institute for 
two years. She is a member of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Galveston, Texas. Mr. Wilson, 
a native of Jetersville, Va., is a graduate of 
Hampden-Sydney College. He is a member of 
Mt. Washington Presbyterian Church, Balti- 
more. 


Nashville, Tenn. — The birth of three chil- 
dren to missionary couples in widely scattered 
parts of the world, has been reported to the 
Board of World Missions here. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Hugh Linton of the Ko- 
rean mission force report the birth of a daugh- 
ter, Mary Charlotte, on October 18 in Chunyu. 

From Portugal comes the report of the birth 
of Scott Meza in Lisborn, October 25. He 1s 
the son of the Rev. and Mrs. Herbert Meza. 

And from Decatur, Ga., comes the announce- 
ment of the birth of a daughter to the Rev. and 
Mrs. Charles R. Butler, there on furlough from 
West Brazil Mission. 


; — BOOKS — } 


How To BE AN EFFECTIVE CHURCH WoMAN. 
Carolyn P. Blackwood. Westminster Press. $2.50. 


A few years ago Mrs. Blackwood gave us “The 
Pastor’s Wife.” It was well received and made 
a substantial contribution to the subject. This 
recent volume is somewhat of a manual to in- 
spire women to devote their talents and energies 
to the work of Christ in the Church. 


The first part of this volume deals with the 
work of the church woman from the standpoint 
of being a loyal church member, an _ active 
church worker, a regular church officer, a mis- 
sionary promoter, and an interchurch leader. 
The second part discusses the ways of a church 
woman as an assistant to the pastor, a leader 
in group worship, a planner of church programs. 
chairman of a church meeting, inspirer of 
church women, a raiser of church money, a 
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trustee of God’s treasure, and an example ot 
Christian love. 


In the chapter on raising money for the 
church, Mrs. Blackwood offers this fine coun- 
sel, “the women should not depend on money 
raising projects to meet the budget. Without 
making any accusation against other women 
who are as good as gold, ‘as for me and my 
house,” we will give the tithe and _ freewill 
offerings . . . More than once we have watched 
something that approached a revival because 
women had learned the joy of making sacrifices 
for missions. We do not recall ever having seen 
any such marked spiritual results from the 
bake sale idea. ... Ina city the churches may 
become known to the merchants as beggars and 
parasites . . . It seems to me that we ought to 
set up the New Testament standard of giving. 
J am not an oracle, but I plead with my reader 
to study the Bible, which is inspired, and in 
the search to follow the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.” 


Mrs. Blackwood believes that God, through 
the medium of placing into women’s hands a 
power that is mightier by far than any number 
of atomic bombs, has given them the victory 
that overcometh the world even their faith. 
She stresses the fact that prayer coupled with 
faith and love enables a Christian woman to 
serve her generation effectually in doing the 
will of God. She closes with this note. ‘To 
serve as a leader among church women you 
don’t have to be a brilliant organizer or an 
rps speaker, but you do need to know 
God’s love in Christ. That is the indispensable 
element.” ‘This volume should be read widely 
among Christian women. It will help to bring 
Christian women into a spiritual maturity and 
inspire them to employ their talents to the 
cause of Christ. J-R.R. 


THE SPEAKERS TREASURY FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS. Herbert H. Prochnow. W. A. 
Wilde Co. $2.50. 


This book is meant to be helpful to Sunday 
School teachers and superintendents, to min- 
isters and to all persons who do Church School 
work. The first chapter explains briefly how 
to pes an interesting talk and how to lead 
a discussion. Then there follows a wealth of 
practical reference material consisting of over 
1,200 items, which is believed to be of assistance 
to Church School workers on many occasions. 
Chapter 2 contains 88 unusual stories, illustra- 
tions, and selections. Chapter 3 gives inspiring 
selections from sermons which the author ob- 
tained from a number of distinguished ministers. 
Other chapters include scores of pertinent epi- 
grams and hundreds of quotations from litera- 
ture and the Bible classified by subject. Each 
chapter will enable the reader to prepare better 
talks and make them more interesting. 
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Gift Suggestion 


CHURCH 
EXTENSION 


Annuity 


to express Christian 
thankfulness at Christmas.. . 
and as a gift to a friend 


(You may buy an annuity for some- 
one other than yourself, if you prefer.) 


BoARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Presbyterian Church, US. 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E. 
Dept. F-3, Atlanta 8, Ga. 


RELIGION IN THE APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS. 
W. D. Weatherford, Editor. Berea College. $2.00. 


No exhaustive study of the work of all the 
churches in the Appalachian area is contem- 
plated in this volume. It is rather a running 
account of what a few of the churches have 
accomplished and an attempt to evaluate their 
success or failure. This is a symposium and 
various chapters have been written by persons 
well acquainted with the mountain people and 
the work of their own denomination. As the 
editor points out there is some duplication and 
occasionally some contradiction in viewpoint. 
There is unanimity in the question of the need 
for this work. 


Berea College has for 100 years been dedicated 
to the religious and educational welfare of the 
Appalachian Mountain people. In this centen- 
nial year the College has felt an obligation to 
prepare this volume to call to the attention 
of the religious world both the needs and the 
rewards of the work in these mountains. 


The volume opens with a penetrating account 
of the Scotch-Irish and European immigrants 
who early came to America and finally to the 
Southern Highlands in search of land and lib- 
erty. Writing on Presbyterian work in this sec- 
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NURSERY COURSE 


FIRST 
BIBLE LESSONS 


This brand-new course features 
52 easy Bible lessons with twelve 
lesson themes as follows: 


Replacing the old Cradle Roll Lesson series, this new 
course also includes a full-color Bible story paper for every 
Sunday of the year, and a packet of visual aids. 


Creation The Boy | 
Samuel 

David 
Elijah 
Whe Baby A Friend 
Jesus of God 
The Boy Noah and 
Jesus the Ark 

A Little Boy 

° — d Who Helped I 
Jesus 
The Baby Daniel, | 
Moses a Brave Man ( 
\ 


The Teacher’s Manual 
A big 812 x 11-inch book, spiral bound in shiny Krome- 
kote. It contains songs, finger plays, activities, teaching 7 
suggestions, and handwork outlines, in addition to a year’s course of Bible-centered lessons. 
This complete manual also outlines the chalk talk for use on fourth Sundays of each month. 


Teaching and Pupil Aids 
VISUAL AIDS PACKET includes a full-color flannelgraph lesson, a cyt-out lesson, and a Bible-art 
picture for each of the twelve lesson themes outlined above. No. 2661......... $3.25 per packet 


A delightful four-page My Bible Story Paper in full color for weekly distribution. Carries the Bible 
lesson over to the child’s home life. No. 2660.................... 80c. per packet of 52 papers ( 
] 
| 
( 


Also available for use with this course are 4 construction paper books of things to make. Preschool 


At your bookstore or STANDARD PUBLISHING Cincinnati, Ohio 


tion Rev. Monte Johnson, pastor of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church of Lakeland, Flor- 
ida, emphasizes two contributions that Presby- 
terianism has made to the religious life of the 
mountain section, one theological and the other 
educational. Pointing out that though Presby- 
terian Church membership is relatively small 
in the mountains, Mr. Johnson tells us that the 
Calvinistic faith of the early Scotch-Irish settlers 
“is still the dominant faith of the mountain 
people.” 


sational such as speaking in tongues and snake | 
handling. | 
| 


This volume should be of interest to all re- 
ligious leaders, especially those of the South. 
This informative study of religious conditions 
in 226 mountain counties of the Southeastern | 
states will be valuable reading for all who are 
interested in mountain work, but especially to : 
denominational leaders who have the direct re- ) 
sponsibility for work in these areas. Although 3 
this volume recognizes that the message of Christ 


We are informed in this volume that in ad- 
dition to the large denominations there are 
scores of smaller denominations and sects in 
these mountains. These groups deal in the sen- 
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is of paramount interest, it rightly holds that 
the Church of Christ must minister to the whole 
man and show that the whole man is the center 
of God’s interest. —jJ. R. R. 
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‘ew BiBLE COMMENTARY edited by Davidson, 
Si obs and Kevan, published by the _ Inter- 
\. sity Christian Fellowship in London and in 
A, .erica by Wm. B. Eerdman’s of Grand Rapids. 


$7 35. 


the first edition of this significant one volume 
co.amentary was exhausted in a short period, 
al:hough that edition was 30,000 copies. A re- 
piint followed and now a second edition has 
been issued. The purpose of the work is to 
give understanding of the contents of the Bible. 
The chief change in the second edition is that 
Professor J. I. Packer of London has an able 
aiticle on Revelation and Inspiration in lieu 
of one by the late Dr. Daniel Lamont. Dr. 
Packer holds that God has used verbal revela- 
tion, but that the message of the Bible is to 
be understood as an organic whole. God did 
not create a new vocabulary but used the lan- 
guages of the men He inspired so that the thing 
He designed to reveal was the corpus of saving 
doctrine not the scientific implications in the 
terms existing in those vocabularies. The com- 
mentary is widely acclaimed as the best one 
volume commentary one can secure. W.C.R. 


HARDNEss OF HEART. E. LaB. Cherbonnier. 
Doubleday & Company, Inc. $2.95. 


This work is a contemporary interpretation of 
the doctrine of sin. It shows the Christian doc- 
trine as related to the Christian estimate of 
man’s freedom and how relevant this inter- 
pretation is to any understanding of any cur- 
rent problem of human behavior. The author 
argues that the Bible, far from being irrelevant 
to the twentieth century, is in fact indispensable 
to it. He believes that the problems of our 
days raise questions to which only the Biblical 
religion has ever claimed to have an answer. 
He points out that recent scholarship has dis- 
closed a far greater unity in the Bible than 
was formerly supposed. He says that the Bible 
comprises a remarkably consistent world view 
spanning over ten centuries and including scores 
of writers. 


The conception of sin is a meaningful or 
necessary category for the interpretation of 
human life. Some notion of sin says the author 
is integral to the thinking of every human being. 
He writes “he who denies it ultimately succeeds 
only in ®nying it from himself.” 


A study of the Bible according to Cherbonnier 
shows that sin is properly defined as misplaced 
allegiance which is tantamount to idolatry. The 
latter part of the book validates the conception 
of idolatry in both theology and practice. The 
implication for Christian thought is that there 
is a Biblical wisdom which constitutes our 
strongest weapon. 


The author closes this volume with the 
thought that the good news of Christianity must 
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be viewed in the light of the fact of sin and 
guilt. He says, “Christianity stands or falls with 
the claim that this God has acted within history 
to fulfill His promises: to forgive sins and in- 
corporate men in a redemptive community here 
and now.’ 
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